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By Ryan Carrell, Lead Pastor 
 
Did you know that kids decide by the 5th grade what they 
believe about values, behaviors, and choices? These same 
kids spend much of their time at school. As a result, Alison 
Pickett, guidance counselor at Bunker Hill Elementary, was 
looking for a values based curriculum.  
 

We have adopted this school and have done landscaping and painting projects as well 
as worked with the PTO for special events. I was at Bunker Hill to meet with the 
principal a few weeks ago when Alison came to me to ask if we had anything in our 
weekly curriculum that might be able to help them with a virtue word of the month for the 
school . I told her that the curriculum we use, Orange, is based on a word of the month 
concept and that I would look into the possibility of a resource that they could use.  
 
I went home, went to our curriculum website, and discovered a link to “Core Essentials”. 
The link actually said, “Partner With Your Schools”. I couldn’t believe my eyes. I 
researched the curriculum and discovered that it covered the same values we talked 
about each and every Sunday in our kid’s area with some adjustments to make it work 
in a secular public school setting.  
 
The school wanted to utilize the material before the end of the year. I emailed the Core 
Essentials team and shared with them the story of our partnership with the school. A 
couple hours later I received a call from their team. Rather than having us purchase the 
curriculum at full price or at a prorated discount for the end of the year, they gifted us 
the curriculum!  
 
Each month the curriculum showcases a special theme that includes a core value, 
color, and animal of the month.  Throughout the month fun facts about the animal of the 
month, as well as stories revolving around the character trait of the month, are shared.   
 
Here is the coolest part: the focus at school in March was on Honesty. And the focus in 
our kid’s area at the Southeast Project in March was Honesty. Kids are able to learn the 
value while at school and then come to church on the weekend and learn the value with 
Biblical truth that shows them where the value comes from and how God seeks that 
value in their life! 
 
This relationship didn’t just happen. When we first began to work with this school we 
received a lot of pushback from the district. Our approach was simply to show love to 
the school and serve.  
 
 
 
 
 



The picture to the left is one of our team members, Mike 
Hooven. The Southeast Project was recently asked to operate 
the bounce houses at Bunker Hill’s Spring Fling (a major 
fundraiser for the school). We had a table with information 
about the church and members of our team with Southeast 
Project t-shirts on. When the night concluded and we began to 
pack up our table we noticed that the gym had scraps of paper 
and trash on the floor. It could have waited for the janitor but 
instead Mike grabbed the mop and began to serve. That was 
so Southeast! The attitude of service displayed by Mike created 
trust with the school and with the district leadership.  
 

Through a roundabout way I have begun working with the new Superintendent on a 
social media plan for the Franklin Township school district. Within those conversations 
Dr. Flora began asking about The Southeast Project and our partnership with Bunker 
Hill. She not only approved of the partnership, she encouraged it!  
 
As we continue to create Southeast I am continually amazed by God and the ways that 
we can reach our community. Doors that are closed are just waiting to be opened when 
we are willing to serve and love. I can’t wait to see what God does next! 
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